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Invited Speakers = International Speakers

Anna Middleton, Wellcome Trust Sanger Institute, Cambridge, UK

Dr Anna Middleton has had two parallel careers — the first as a practicing genetic counsellor,
the second as a senior social scientist exploring the impact of genetic technology on people.
She currently works at the Wellcome Trust Sanger Institute in Cambridge, UK; as the only
social scientist on campus she leads an an international, mixed methods research project
which explores attitudes towards sharing incidental findings from sequencing studies. Anna’s
PhD in Genetics and Psychology (awarded in 2000) was the first research to show that Deaf
adults may use pre-natal genetic testing for deafness with a preference for having deaf
children. She is a previous vice-chair of the Genetic Counsellor Registration Board (UK and
ROI) and a current committee member of the Association of Genetic Nurses and Counsellors.
She played a leading role in the creation of British genetic counselling policy on (i) the
registration of overseas genetic counsellors in the UK (i) the accreditation of MSc genetic
counselling courses, (iii) the place of counselling supervision in registration and practice. Anna
has over 80 published peer review papers, book chapters and spoken conference
presentations. She has also edited two books on genetic counselling practice. Anna has a
visiting fellowship at the Public Health Genomics Foundation in Cambridge, UK and as part of
this contributes to the ‘Realising Genomics’ think tank which influences policy about the use
of genomic technology in clinical practice. She also holds an honorary research position at the
Ethox Department, University of Oxford; in 2011 she was awarded a visiting fellowship at the
Brocher Foundation in Geneva, Switzerland.

Maximilian Muenke, NIH, USA

Dr. Max Muenke serves as the Chief of the Medical Genetics Branch of the Division of
Intramural Research at the National Human Genome Research Institute, National Institutes of
Health (NIH) in Bethesda, Maryland, USA and the Director of the NIH Medical Genetics and
Genomic Medicine Residency and Fellowship programs. Dr. Max Muenke trained in
Pediatrics in his native Germany. He pursued postdoctoral training in Human Genetics at Yale
and the University of Pennsylvania and completed a fellowship in Clinical Genetics at the
Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia. For the past two decades, the focus of his research has
been on the delineation and identification of the underlying causes of craniofacial anomalies in
humans. His lab made seminal discoveries in linking Sonic Hedgehog signaling to normal and
abnormal brain development in humans and has identified over a dozen genes involved in
holoprosencephaly, the most common anomaly of the developing forebrain. His group
identified several genes important in craniofacial disorders including the most common
craniosynostosis syndrome, now termed Muenke syndrome. More recently, his lab has
identified susceptibility loci for the most common behavioral disorder in childhood, Attention-
Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD), with further research focused on predicting severity,
treatment response, and long-term outcome. Dr. Muenke is also interested in personalized
medicine, from understanding rare and common diseases to their treatment and prevention.



